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Laboratory Safety Rules

Everyone is Responsible!!!
· Horseplay will not be tolerated. If it occurs, those involved will be banned from the lab and given a zero for the lab assignment and possibly future labs. There will be NO exceptions! 
· Lack of pre-lab preparation is the main threat to safety in lab. If you are unprepared, you will be unsure of yourself, waste time, and have a good chance of making a mistake that leads to a problem. For this reason, students who do not complete the pre-lab assignment will not p[image: image2.png]


articipate in lab and will have to make it up in tutoring.      
· At the beginning of each lab period, you will be given a chance to ask questions. If you are unsure of something or need to clarify the procedure, now is the time to ask.  Always pay close attention to any verbal instructions.
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While performing Lab Activities, You will!!!     
1. Always know the location of the safety and first aid equipment.
2. Always wear goggles as long as someone is still performing the lab in class.
3. Always tie up long hair (if applicable). (It can catch on fire or be ruined by chemicals)
4. Always wear appropriate clothing for the lab.  No sandals or exposed toes/feet will be allowed on lab days.
5. Always clean-up lab area before and after completing the lab and wash hands thoroughly.
6. Always report accidents or any unsafe situation to the teacher. 
7. Always read labels and instructions carefully.
8. Always Add Acid.  When diluting acid, add the acid to the water

9. Always smell chemicals only when directed to do so, and only by wafting (like waving scent towards you).
10. Always keep chemicals, beakers, flasks, etc. away from the edges of the lab table to prevent them from falling.
11. Always use tongs, test-tube holders, or pot holders to handle hot laboratory equipment. Allow plenty of time for glassware to cool before handling.  REMEMBER, hot glass looks the same as cold glass!
12. Always avoid electrical shock by pulling the plug and not the wire when disconnecting power cords, and keeping work area, hands, and feet dry when working with any electrical equipment. (ex: hot plate or balance)
13. Never touch, taste, or smell a substance without the teacher’s permission.
14. Never place yourself or others in danger by acting inappropriately. 
15. Never wear loose clothing or jewelry on lab days.
16. Never eat or drink in the lab unless given permission to do so.
17. Never wear contact lenses in the lab without telling the teacher.  (Use labeled goggles and remove at the eyewash)
18. Never point the open end of a test tube being heated at yourself or others.
19. Never use glassware that is chipped or broken. Please report broken glassware to the teacher immediately.
20. Never handle broken glassware.  Your teacher will do that.
21. Never leave any equipment/lab stations unattended while it is in operation.
22. Never perform any unauthorized experiments or use equipment in a manner for which it is not intended.
Accidents 

Accidents Can Happen!  Remain calm! A minor problem can quickly become a major one if you don't report all accidents immediately, no matter how small.  No one will be in trouble! Types of Accidents and How to Handle Them: 

A. Broken glass:                                                                                         
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STOP! DROP! ROLL!




If glassware is broken, stop where you are. Report the breakage to the teacher.  Do not move until the teacher says that it is safe to do so.    
· If anyone is cut, report it IMMEDIATELY!     
· The teacher will collect the broken glass NOT you. 
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B. Cuts and Scrapes: 
· Do NOT come in contact with another person's blood. 
· Report the situation to the teacher and let her or him help the injured person.
· If there is any blood at any lab station, everyone is to turn off all burners and move to your                    seat in the classroom area IMMEDIATELY.
C. Chemical Spills: 
· You are to treat ALL chemicals spills as dangerous!           
· Stop where you are and let your teacher advises you on what to do. 
· If chemicals spill on you or in your eyes, IMMEDIATELY go to the sink/eye wash area and get the teacher!
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D. Fire: 
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When you are not heating something—turn the burner OFF!!!           
· Avoid paper fires—take only your lab sheet to your station. 
· If you or someone catches his or her hair or clothing on fire:
· Don't panic!! 
· Stay where you are—help is coming.                 
· STOP, DROP, and ROLL
· If your partner is involved in the fire--- get the fire blanket 
· Where is the fire blanket? ___________________________________
· If the fire is not at your lab station—STAY AW AY!!!
E. Other:
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Electrical
· Be careful when plugging in electrical equipment. 
· Do not let electrical cords dangle from work stations.
· Make sure to keep all electrical equipment away from water!  Make sure your hands are dry!
· Do not use electrical equipment that is damaged or has a frayed cord.
· If an outlet or piece of equipment shorts out or begins to act strange, tell the teacher!
· Injuries/Falls
· Inform the teacher of ANY and ALL injuries, no matter how minor or small!  

· Wipe up any liquids/water on the floor IMMEDIATELY.

· Walk carefully, DON’T RUN.

Lab Safety Equipment: 
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Eye Wash Station:
· Where is it?










· The station should only be used if chemicals come in contact with the eyes. Eyelids                           have to be forced open. Flood eyes and eyelids with water for minimum of 10 minutes. 
· Safety Shower: 
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Where is it? __________________________________________________
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Use the shower only in the event that large amounts of chemicals are spilled or splashed onto the skin or clothing. 
· Fire Safety Blanket:
· Where is it? __________________________________________________
· Use to extinguish clothing that is burning. It should never be used on any other type of fire. 
· Fire Extinguisher:
· Where is it? __________________________________________________
· Only the teacher is allowed to use the fire extinguisher.
· Sprinkler System: 
· Sprinklers are located throughout the lab area and are automatically activated.
Lab Clean-up:
· Clean-up is important for the safety of others and for the preservation of equipment! 
· Not cleaning-up properly after labs will result in loss of lab points or lab privileges 
What Clean-up Should Be Done After Each Lab: 
· Always dispose of chemicals according to teacher's instructions! 
· NEVER put unused chemicals back into their original container! 
· Return chemical containers to the chemical table.
· Put all equipment back where it belongs!
· Wash and dry all glassware, then store properly.
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Clean hardware, but DO NOT wash. If any hardware is wet, dry completely before storing. This is to prevent rusting.
· Clean and dry your lab table. 
· Make sure the floor around your lab table/station is clean and dry.
· Wash your hands and forearms after each lab!
