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Names:______________________________________ 


Period:____ Table:______ 
Geologic Time Scale Power Point Project
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Assigned Time Period: ________________________________ DUE DATE:_______________
BACKGROUND:

Scientists divide the Earth’s history into different time units - the "Geological time-scale", according to the rock types and fossils found in each one.  The Paleozoic, known as the Era of "ancient life" is characterized by fossils of invertebrates, primitive tetrapods, etc; the Mesozoic or Era of "middle life", by fossils of dinosaurs etc, and the Cenozoic is the Era of "recent life" characterized by mammals and modern plants and invertebrates.

These eras are sub-divided into periods, and the periods are further sub-divided into epochs.  The epochs are divided into smaller units of time known as ages (eg. Ice Age). Scientists know these periods lasted for millions of years, because they can date them according to the amount of radioactivity that occurs in the rocks.  
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The geological time-scale can also be used to define the major stages in the history of life on Earth. Often each era ends with a major extinction related to climate change which has been triggered by some major event such as a meteoroid impact, which eliminates the dominant life forms of the time and paves the way for new species of life.
THE PROJECT:

You and your partner work for an advertising agency and you have just won a contract with a very unusual client. Most travel agencies sell vacations in space...that is, you move from one place to another, spend some time there and then come home. Your client is different because they sell vacations in time...vacationers stay in the same space but travel back in time, enjoy some space there and then come home. 
Your job is to develop a commercial (a brief slideshow) showing people what their vacation destination will entail. You will be assigned a geologic time.  A brief description and rubric is on the following page.
The slide show must be shared through your grapevine account to _____________________ or brought in on a flash drive.  Presentations will begin on the due date.
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Grading Rubric:

Slide One and Two:                                                  
______/10 pts
· Name of assigned time era, period, or epoch.

· When did it start?

· When did it end?

· What era and period is it part of (if applicable)?

· Picture (overview)

· What makes your period time unique (How will they know they are there)?

Slide Three and Four:






______/10 pts
· What major events in geologic history occurred during this time - formation of mountains, oceans, continents, volcanic activity, erosion, etc. (major attractions)?

· Picture (what did the earth or continents look like?)

· What was the climate like - temperatures, precipitation, ice ages, etc. (what should the traveler pack)?

Slide Five and Six:







______/10 pts
· What animals or life forms lived during this time (at least 4 organisms)? - Is the visitor likely to eat or be eaten?

· What plant life lived during this time (at least 2 organisms)? 

· Pictures of organisms

· What organisms first appeared during this time?

· What organisms disappeared during this time?

Slide 7: (not presented)






______/5 pts
· Cite all the sources you used (textbook, websites, etc.)
You will also be graded on:





______/10 pts
· How well you made your time period look interesting

· The appearance of your slides (are they easily read? Visually appealing?)
· Is it clearly obvious that you spent the required time on your project?

· Your presentation as a partnership (clear audible voice) 
Total:









______/45 pts
Optional Extra-Credit
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Create a shoe box diorama of your time period due _______________________ for up to __________________ points.  This part of the project is on an individual basis.

	
	Time
	Partner 1
	Partner 2

	1
	Precambrian
	
	

	2
	Cambrian
	
	

	3
	Ordovician
	
	

	4
	Silurian
	
	

	5
	Devonian
	
	

	6
	Mississippian
	
	

	7
	Pennsylvanian
	
	

	8
	Permian
	
	

	9
	Triassic
	
	

	10
	Jurassic
	
	

	11
	Cretaceous
	
	

	12
	Paleocene
	
	

	13
	Eocene
	
	

	14
	Oligocene
	
	

	15
	Miocene
	
	

	16
	Pliocene
	
	

	17
	Pleistocene
	
	

	18
	Holocene
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Note: Late Projects will not be accepted!








Do Not Lose This Handout! 


(Automatic 5 Point Deduction)








